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And just like that…..it’s September…..
And after a couple of difficult weeks, we begin again to look forward.  It is never easy to lose a pastor, friend and parish-wide role model like Msgr. Ken.  But we know that he is with God – and he is simply where we all hope to wind up someday.  In fact, the last time I saw him he said, “This isn’t goodbye….”  It never is with people of faith – we know that it is simply, “See you in Heaven.”  
Now I just have to make sure I live a life worthy of Heaven!

That’s what we are all called to do:  to live a life worthy of heaven.  We are called to be Saints.  

And continuing to pray together and learning about our faith is one of the ways we hope to get to be Saints!

So – with all of that in mind - welcome to Faith Formation!   
As we prepare to begin a new year of faith formation we are eagerly preparing for the return of all grade levels to in-person learning.  To ensure that we have a safe ministry environment, we are including the RETURN STRONG Back to Faith Formation COVID Plan for your review.  This document outlines the health measures that are currently in place to ensure the safety of all those who participate in parish programming.  Developed in accordance with guidance from local health officials, the CDC, as well as recommendations set forth by the Diocese of Madison and the QP COVID Task Force, this plan provides a framework of consistent protocols for the use of parish facilities.  As the pandemic continues to evolve, periodic reviews of these policies and procedures will take place and any appropriate adjustments made.  We ask that you read through this document, then sign and return the consent form as part of this year’s registration process.

As always, we recognize that parents are the first educators of their children in the Faith.  Should you not yet feel comfortable having your child(ren) attend in-person sessions, corresponding lessons and resources can be completed at home.  To choose this option, please check the box for At-Home Learning near the top of the Registration Form.  

There are two ways that you may register for this year’s faith formation program:  manually or online.  A directions sheet outlining the step-by-step process for both forms of registration is included with this packet.  

We ask that you submit completed registrations by Sunday, September 26th.  

Now – even before the registrations are due – we have an invitation for you and your family.  Allow us to invite you, parents AND students, to a special event with Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers.  This is especially for our Middle School & High School families on Sunday, 9/19 from 1-2pm.  One thing that happened during Covid is that many of us drifted away from our relationship with the Eucharist.  People drifted from Mass.  When we drift away from the Eucharist, we drift away from God.  It’s that’s simple.  And it’s that scary.

So many things have changed – it’s even more important to hold onto things that are eternal:  like faith.  Like our need for God and God’s love for us.  Like our need for community – and how growing in faith and help us grow into the people God has created us to be.

So – we do ask that all parents & Middle School students come join us on Sunday, September 19th at 1pm for Deacon Harold’s presentation on the Mass and the Eucharist.  
What a great way to begin the year!

I’ve included a schedule for the rest of the year (barring acts of God & speaker schedule changes), along with a registration form and a page laying out registration options.  If you have more than one child in our Faith Formation programs, you are getting a couple of letters….. sorry about that.  But better too much information instead of not enough?  
The fee for Religious Education is $75 per child.  As always, if you wish to request a Scholarship, please do not hesitate to call.  Likewise, if you are wanting to explore ‘at-home learning options’ please don’t hesitate to give me a call.  
Our regular class sessions which begin on Sunday, October 3.  We are beginning those sessions at 12:30pm so that you can attend the 11:15am Mass together, have a snack perhaps in the parking lot, and join us for class.    Parents are always welcome – especially at the Reconciliation Services, the field trip/special event days, and the Feed My Sheep service day at the CMC West in Lent..  Our Catechists and I will try to maintain communication by e-mailing about what is going on and what is coming up in classes.  But please, feel free to call me anytime with questions or concerns.  My office phone number is 231-4616 and my e-mail is Cheryl.horne@qopc.org.
I think that’s all the information you’ll need to get started – but please, if you have any questions – please don’t hesitate to give me a call (231-4616) or e-mail me at cheryl.horne@qopc.org.  (I’m also on Facebook).  

I have been with Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish for 25 years now, and have been the Director of Youth Ministry for 21 of those years and I continue to feel honored and blessed every day by all I learn from our students and their families.  I truly look forward to this new year together.

Continued blessings,

Cheryl Horne, 
Director of Youth Ministry
